Report of the proceedings of the 77th Annual Conference held 


at the Conway Hell, London on 17th, 18th and 19th April, 1961 
Friday 10.05 aem—1.35 poem. 2.25 pom.—5.15 Dems 
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Saturday 


Sunday 


Lidinburgh Branch not represented 

Collection £71.98 : 

Edinburgh and North Last Branches not represented 
Literature Sold: during day £50; evening meeting £4.46 


2.05 pete-5 pom, 
Edinburgh ‘not represented 
Collection £31 .69+ 
bdinburgh Branch 


10.10 asmem1.35 peme 2.20 pems—5-50 pole 
Edinburgh Branch nat represented 
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1. Bbeirman It was agreed by the delegates that Cde B ee take : 

ate For Conference was informed that Glasgow and Islington B 
are ee oes their Forms C in time in accordance with kule 8, 
both branches had submitted a written explanation to. the OC, which was then | 
read and beth branches requested permission to sit from the delegates. It 
was agreed by the delegates they be permitted to sit. - 
3. Blection of Tellers It was agreed by the delegates that the Standing Orders 

Committee act as tellers. 

4. Order of Business It was agreed to deal first with Amendments to Rules, 
then the Executive Committee Report plus relevant resolutions. 
ANLNDMENTS 20 RULES ng 
-1 Rule 2 Glasgow Branch "On lines 2/3 delete 'the only receipt recognised 
being the official due stanmp' and insert ‘the Branch Treasurer to 
acknowledge receipt by signing the member's card." Liacnssion. 
A delegate suggested abolishing dues stamps would bankrupt weaker 


branches. © ed 26-1: 
5-2 Rule 2 (other anergy 
L.Lordon Branch "On line 3 affer 'the official due stamp’ add the 
words ‘this amount to be reviewed by Conference annually." 
Lost 16-25 
Swansea Branch "On line 1 delete '50p' and insert 'é1'." 
Glasgow Branch amendment "Delete '£1' and insert '60p'. st ii- 
Motion Lost 9-30 
All other motions and amendments were not put. 

Rule 9 E.london Branch "On line 3 after ‘per nember' add the words 
‘subject to any change in members! dues.” Lost 5-32 
Glasgow Branch "Delete the whole rule and replace with 'The 
Branch Treasurer shall return to Head Office 80% of the amount 
collected'." Carried 30-14 
It was agreed that the remaining motions fell. 

9+4 Rule 10 Floor Motion (Lewisham Branch) "Discussion and voting be deferred 
until the relevant resolutions are dealt with" was Carried on a 
show of hands. (see section 

5-5 Rule 12 Glascow Branch "On line 1 delete '414' and insert '10'." 

Lost 19-28 

56 Rule 13 It was agreed by delegates that these motions fell as EC nambers 
had not been changed, therefore the quorum would not change. 

27 Rule 17 Islington Branch "Delete all up to and including ‘Party litera- 
ture' on line 2 and replace with the words 'Bxecutive Committee 
shall co-ordinate and give advice on the composition of new Party 
literature and shall be responsible to the Party for approving or 
rejecting all such literature submitted by branches for publica- 
tion. The Committee shall publish any material felt to fulfill a 
useful propaganda role', and the rule then to continue." 

Paddington Branch "On line 2 delete ‘the Party literature’ end 
insert ‘all literature'issued by the Party centrally and intended 
for nornal distribution’. On line 4 after 'debates' and before 
‘establish' insert ‘other than those arranged by branches'." 
Discussion There should be collective responsibility within the 
Party, not an elite imposing its ideas, but the ideas of the 

whole Party. Another delegate could not see how the present Rule 
stifled and restricted members. EC member considered appointing j 
debaters did not generally hold up the EC. A delegate said the 
way our present literature is distributed would be no good when we - 
are bigger - the EC was a bottleneck, Aberdeen group had published 
literature which the Party generally did not agree with. The 
Aberdeen members had been charged and expelled. Mistakes on a 
basis do not matter. Good material does go through the &C qui 
it is badly prepared material that does not. Material would 

’ held up if the EC had a lot of work on. ‘he delays over the 

Leaflet were so long that the problem went away before the 
came. Drafts from inexperienced writers need more EC time, — 


Votes: Islington Motion Lost 10-37 
Paddington Motion Lost 16-29 

6. EC's Report und Instructed Resolutions 
Ballots and Instructed Resolution | ; 
"That this Conference instruct the EC that in 


tions for the Annual Ballot etc. ballot papers be sent to the 
Branch Secretaries for distribution to members.” 
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L.london Branch Addendum "and the branch secretaries notify 
the Ballot Committee of completion of that distribution 4 weeks prior 

to the closing date of the bellot.” There was negligikle discussion 
the Amendment being Carried 22-20, and the Sub-resolution Carried 27-25 
Auditors’ and Treasurer's Financial Keport Discussion The Party conti- 
nues to spend even more money. Members were urged to make a rgular dona- 
tion to funds. The moneys we have may wellibe gone by the year end. 
Book Department (Report by Genernl Secretary plus a late Addendum) No 
discussion. 
Branches, Membership and Organisation No discussion, but delegates agreed 
to deal with Branch Reports on Saturday. 
Cantsen iio discussion, but delegates agreed that the committee of one be 
given a vote of thanks. 

Central Literature Sales Committee If out-of-London members could get in 


to cover big London meetings would they inform the Head Office Assittant. 
Central Branch A Central Branch member had submitted a circular to the EC 
and it had taken 8 weeks to be dealt with. Central Branch members should 
be able to circularise other branch members easily. There was no access to 
HO records when requests were made - the Gen Sec refuted this, what he 
felt was a serious charge, by stating that all members and outsiders are 
entitled to gain such access, but that H@ has not the resources to develop 
a filing system with instant access. At this stage Paddington 
Branch and Glasgow Branch Items for Discussion: Nos. 3 & 4 were taken. 

No. 3: "The right of Central Branch members to participate in the formula- 
tion of Conference and Annual Delegate Meeting Agendas." 

No, 4: "Central Branch particiption in Party democracy.” 


bs Discussion 
Very short; it was suggested Central Branch members were better serviced than 
others, ©.g. personal copies of EC Minutes. 


‘al 


Central Orgeniser Reported orally that he had nothing of importance to 


report - not that it was a lack of co-ordination which had been the cause of 
no written report. 


EC Attendances lio discussion. 


Vice Chairman It was moved and agreed that Cde H Vallar (Glasgow) take the 
vice-chairnanship. 


Liucetion Committee No discussion. 

Education Organiser Wo discussion. 

Estates Managenent Committee No discussion. 

Forms A Scrutiny Committee No discussion. 

General Secretary It was agreed to defer until the Saturday. 


6.15 GOpoups’ Organiser No discussion. 
6 


Guildford Branch "That this Conference resolves that the Party take on a 
full-time, paid Head Office Organiser and that a special fund be set up to 
meet the cost and that dues be increased if necessary." 

Amendments 

As Bolton Branch "Delete all after 'Head Office Organiser'." 

B. Paddington Branch "Delete at the end of resolution ‘and that dues be 
increased if necessary." 

C. Glasgow Branch "Delete all after ‘cost' on line 3? 

D, Islington Branch "Delete (line 1? 'take on’ and insert instead ‘agrees 
in principle to the idea of the E.C, taking on'." Discussion It was 
noted to have soneone at HO always to answer the telephone. A HO Organiser 
would assist the Gen Sec, type stencils, etc., collate literature and be 
always available. HO Organiser would maintain file with all sorts of infor- 
mation and be able to ring back in minutes with a reply. Im principle a 
paid HO Orraniser is a good idea, but only when someone is available, It 
was a pious old sore - the paid HO Organiser - we need to be much larger to 
both need and support one and, as Socialists, we must be seen to pay well, 
at least £7,000+, and what hours per week? Do not keep with small Party 
philosophy - do it now. This appointment would make the Party into an 
employer. Our lack of progress is a result of no paid organiser. An organi- 
ser would inhibit progress. What work is not being done now? HO could not 
be covered sufficiently by volunteers. Organiser would need time off - 
evenings, weekends - with covers. Nany jobs are tedious, but working toget— 
her relieves the routine, ‘Would we pay overtime? Member who had been at 

HO all dey on a Thursday had no 'phone calls. Only need a rota organised - 
unwise to depend on 1 member only. ‘There were favournble prestige and 
propagenda opportunities. Last year the EC rejected the telephone answer= 
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6.16 contd ee 


ing machine - we should try again. ‘An orgeniser should be there to. 
Jobs, but to organise a team to do, jobs. Our ways of doing things ha 
_ their faults, but look where the others are since 1904 — nowhere! Per- 
haps an’ advertisenéent could go in the Socialist Standard advising when 


HO was open ~ between what hours. A specinl fund should be set up to 
pay, so that funds are not diverted from oe 


Votes: 2D Islington Branch 
2B _— (¢} i iar te zt 
= Bolton Branch . - Eos 15-35 ot 


and Glasgow Branch 


"This Gunterense recommends. the BC 
to make enquiries into the fensibility of installing an Ansaphone service 
in HO and report to the 1981 Annual Delegate Meeting with details.” 
Discussion Telephone answering machines wery not easy to use. People 
put the ‘phone down as thoy do not like to talk to them. It could take 


a message or only give one. A temporary installation could bo tried. 
Vote: 


Garriod 19-12 

6.17 Library No discussion. 

6.18 Literature No discussion. 

6.194 Pamphlets plus Instructed Resolution 3.1 and Amendments 
3.1 Birmincham Branch "That this Conference resolves in the light of the 
success of sales of the Marxian Kbconomiecs Pamphlet by Birmingham Branch 
that the next pamphlet be produced on similar lines (i.c. A4 size)." 
Auendments 

Paddi n 
delete 'A4 Size'.” 
B. Glaszow. B: "Delete ‘the next pamphlet’ and insert, where appropri- 
ate, pamphlets’. Discussion A4 would be a useful format. ‘with illus- 
trations" should also have been included in the resolution, 


"In the last sentence, between the brackets, 


Birminghan 
sales were, in fact, 60. 
Vote: Glaszow Branch Amendment Lost 20-22 
Fuddinwton Pranch Amendment Lost 16-32 
Birmingham Branch Motion Lost 22-24 
6.19B Pamphlets and Instructed Resolution 3.2 and 
3.2 Paddineton Branch "This Conference instructs the HC to- ros twas ture 


the New Pamphlets committee on similar lines to the Socialist & 
Production Committee (i.e. editorial members, secretary and 
supervise the speedy production of topical pamphlets and 4 c 
fically designed for quick sale and distribution, The Ps 
shall be able to commission subjects, with the EC's 
the authority to approve the text and overall pres 
lets intended for sale over a number of years would be 
for final approval.” 


Amendment Swansea Branch "Remove *pamphletstand'sale a 
remove last sentence completely.” Discussion Menbe 


but it is good for use to issue leaflets quickly on™ 
report on the activities of the New Pamphlets Commit 
by the EC in their report to this Conference. The Co: 
cited as en example of the EC being a too slow means 
cal leaflets. We should rely on cdes putting the” 
important too. Gen’See reported he did ask for sg: sci: 
LC to consider pamphlets, but usually the requests wer 
EC members were in favour of the new format of the f 
let, but some considered there were basic errors —" 
ttee had not done its job. It was considered there 
ple involved. There is a need to elect a broadly 
committee to get on with the job rather than the 

dure. Most LC arguments appear to be over style, 

suggested that the resolution was oe conflict with 
man ruled that it was in order, J inal resporisibili 
5C; the LC appoints the committee. The EC should 

responsibility. iven if the resolution conflicted 
matter. ‘The New Pamphlets Committee had acted on 

but the EC dii not. A topical leaflet is not ne 
will be arguments within the Party over thé cor 
the resolution - the present resolution should 1 
be dealt with properly next year. Discindltlia. 
Each EC member must have their say, control is | 


4 
has walked out in disgust at the EC. A. Hove by & 


" 5ec 


at the Vote be Taken” was Los ~ “EC dis ‘vex nd has a 
pia amount of deferred business. ‘The Swansea. Anondzent wot ieee he 
Pamphlets Committee could only deal with topical leaflets, Anything coing out 


in the Party name must be gone over time and agnin. Don't be distracted by sudden 
short-lived things ~ Rule 17 was a red herring. The EC can. only appoint nomina- 
tions made by brenches. Hhere was too much routine work taking prectdence, No 
matter what a sub-committee does, it is the final rosponsibility of the EC, Ad 

Hod committees could be used to consider drafts. A Move by 
"that the Vote be Taken" was agreed. ‘The delegates agreed with the Chairman's 
ruling that the movers not be allowed to wind ABs > ne 
Swansea Amendment Lost 7-36 ~ 9 
Paddington Resolution Before the vote was taken tits Chaman ink that 
Conference Standing Orders were Suspended in order that 
Svansea Branch could move "The Vote be Taken" = this, was Lost Overwhelainely. i 
4 further motion by Paddington and Swansea Branches "That Paddington be allowed “ 
t» wind up" was Carried Overwhelmingly by, the delegates. Folloxing Paddington 
Branches winding up the yote was, taken and the Resolution was Carried 27-20. 
6.19€ Instructed Resolution 

3.3 Paddington Branch and Amendments ‘and Deferred Amendment to Rule 10 

3.3 Paddington Branch “This Conference hola@s that branches should be 

encouraged to produce their own propaganda léaflets for immediate urgent 

distribution without first having to submit the text to the time-wasting 

inhibiting procedure of first obtaining EC approval. Ultimately, the 5C 

is responsible for all Party written material, but showld show flexibility 

in the exercise of its authority. In the opinion of this Conference it 

should be sufficient for a branch intending to produce-a-leaflet to get 

the approval of a member of the Socialist Standard Production Committee or 

Pamphlet Committee (by "phone if necessary) ae a record of what has 

been printed is sent to the DC)" 

£penduent yore 

Camden Branch "Delete all after the word Neaflets' in Lind 2: “ 

Swonsea Branch "“Hemave the sentence Regtasing *ultimately" on line 4 and 

delete everything from 'get' on line 7 to 'providing' on line 9 replace | 

it by ‘do so and ensure that', 


Islington Broach - 
A “Delete the word ‘urgent! in line 2." 
B “Delete all beginning ‘ultimately’ in line 4." 
Rule i0 iuddpne ion arench "on line 4 delete the words téaveeetuang meet- 
ings' and rep with ‘and leaflets issted by a branch*’." 
Addéndum to Paddington Branchtés Amendment - 
“providing that the branch supply the EC with a copy of the leaflet as 
600n a6 possible." : —— 
Sometimes mistakes do occur: Bid vorwaeae a oni should be - 
& sent to the EC to resolve Alt Aoubts. “This was a vital step to expand 
and improve the impact of the Party - this way the Party will achieve 
its object within 15 years. The EC should fot have authority. ach men- 
ber is well informed, but should we let-each publish? The SC isnot - 
perfect, but we can keep a finger on them. Party progress has not been 
hindered by a sub-committee being subject to recall. If all members 
published their own views theh we would become’n Party of Anarchis<s, - 
democracy means recall, Aberdeen nenbera were active, sincere, but 
naive and ill-informed. Some may think it exoiting to expell, but it's 
no good. Get responsible people to check, The object of the resolu- 
tion is not to remove all limita » but to che ae 
have branches to fear in putting p thing ye. é 
the resolution is for branches to use pub shing 
: The procedure should be for the % ane ‘to out e 
NWtaiec. tion = then, if the EC dows not like it, they shou 
: submit the next few before publica mt thi 
a free hand, Montion was made of 
a draft back to its original fo 
to be mall elite on tha RET 
and branches have redress to the E 
If passed, resolution vould contra 
perfect, As a Point ef 2 0 
with a delogate'’s suggestion that, 2 
to Rule also outstanding. 
Yate on Amendment to Rule 10 


ee: i 


3 
North East Branch Amendment § Carricd 29-17 
Sub-Re n 4 
Floor Motion (Glasgow Branch) "That this Conference rules, in accordance 


with Rule 10, the Paddington Branch Resolution out of order,” Lost 11-20 
Vete on Resolution: 
Islington Branch Amendment B Lest 11-25 


Islington Brench amendment A Lost 18-26 
Swanses Branch Amenduent Lost 13-55 
Cenden 3 Lost 12-55 
Paddi Branch Resolut Lost 16-31 


Floor Resolution (\iest London) "This Conference draws the EC's attention 
to the importance of considering drafts for written propaganda with 
greater urgency." Carried Overwhelmingly 


Conference agreed to send Fraternal Greetings to all the Companion Parties and 
Groups abroad at the suggestion of the Gen Sec. 
Conference adjourned at 5.15 on Friday. 


Conference recommenced at 2.05 p.m. on Saturday. 


6.20 


6.21 
6.22 
6.23 
6.24 


Qverseas Contacts Discussion It was too early for the French group to 
form a Party. The Socialist Party of Great Britain should not behave as 
if the Companion Parties were affiliated subordinates. Branches and 
members should place regular orders with HOAssistant for Companion 
Party journals. 


Parliamentary Negligible discussion. 

Party Funds No discussion. 

Premises Committee No discussion. 

Press Officer Members were advised they should try to get letters in 
newspapers themselves, but to send copies to HO for the Press Officer. 


6.254 Propaganda plus Instructed Resolution 4.1 


4.1 Paddington Branch "This Conference recognising the opportunities 
which the Marx centenary in 1983 offers, instructs the EC to set up an 

ad hoc committee to plan special literature and activities for this event." 
Discussion At the time of the centenary all others, including the press and 
broadcasting will have special features and we cannot afford to be left 
out - both a pamphlet and a leaflet would be needed. Why copy others? A 
delegate dislikes the term 'Marxism'. A critical and explanatory work on 
Marx (including his mistakes) should be published. Should not exploit 

nor glorify Marx, but only put the record straight. Special Socialist 
Standard issues do not stimulate writers and members, but don't go over= 
board = use it, but don't go mad. We need to reply to the distorters of 
Marx. 


Vote Carried 31-13 


6.25B Item for Discussion | (North East Branch) "Should the Party obtain a cara- 


6.25C€ 


van for propaganda purposes?" Discussion A caravan would put the Party's 
mame around. Too expensive: £2,500 for a minimum good secondhand one. 
Better to pay expenses. No resolution. 

- Prototype £50 Platform Was viewed, demonstrated and discussed 
by delegates, who generally thought it to be an excellent design. No reso— 
lutbn. 


| 


6.25D Propaganda - Forms E Discussion This gave a report of branch activities 


and the Master Form E could be used in place of branch reports. The 
committee said they would welcome the fuller information. The Propaganda 
Committee report was not an adequate replacement of oral reports. Propa= 
ganda should be based on the branch. The Propaganda Committee reported 
they received very few Forms E from branches. 


Publicity No discussion. 

Propaganda Information Bank No discussion. 

Review Journals No discussion, , 

Socialist Standard Production Committes The delegates agreed to defer 
consideration of the committee's work until Sunday. 


29h suze ~ Instructed Kesolution 5,5 plus 


Aislington Branch Amendment 

B "That in view of the many interesting discussions 
nar proceeding in the Party, this Conference urges the BC to give serious 
consideration to the publication of an occasional discussion journal to 
absorb material which is not necessarily suitable for the SS." 
Amendment Islington Branch “Delete the word ‘urges’ in line 2, insert 
instead ‘instructs'." Discussion It was needed. We should not adver- 
tise disputes. It would not divert attention from the SS. It would explein 
difficult theoretical ideas. Party needs debate, Why were members so 
keen to write. Could they not find anyone at their branch to discuss 


6.33 


8. 


10. 
10.1 


_ distorted, 


No discussion. 
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be leaders), but talk about what a model society could be like. 
Beton 2 endnen 
Lost 19-29 


Tapes Discussion They reported 2/3 enquiries were reccived per week and 
branches were invited to order more. Tapes were important and branch dis— 
cussions should be recorded in order they may be transcribed into writing. 


3 2 P. Delegates agreed to defer until 
Sunday. 
Swansea Branch x B 
5.4 "This Conference considers that the description of 


the Socialist Standard as ‘Official Journal of the Socialist Party of 
Greet Britain' appearing on the front page of the SS and elsewhere in 
Party publications and publicity be changed to ‘Monthly Journal of the 
Socialist Party of Great Britain.” 

2 


"In line 4 delete 'The Socialist Party’ and insert 


ey Branc 
* THE 


A 
‘ng SOCIALIST PaRTY' i.e. the title of the Party to appear as 
SOCIALIST PARTY @f Great Britain” 


B Islington Branch “Insert after 'Te Socinlist Party of Greut 
Britain’, ‘and the World Socialist Party of Ireland’ (lines 2 & 3) and 


also insert after 'Shcialist Party of Great Britain" ‘arid the World 
Socialist Party of Ireland'." (last line). Discussion There Was no 
desire to cease collaborating with the Irish Party on the SS, The charge 
would be a toning down in the importance of the SS. Styles do change as 
time goes on — even the word ‘official’. 
Vote Islington Amendpent Carried 26-20 It was agreed by delegates 
the Haringey Branch Amendment fell. 
The Sub-Resolution was Lost 20-26. 
Branch Reports These commenced on Saturday, during which the Conference 
adjourned at 5 p.em., and recommenced Sunday at 10.10 a.m. Almost every 
branch present reported increased activities and membership, though Glasgow 
reported problems getting meetings ~- including physical attacks by suppor- 
ters of both sides on the Irish question, with very bad weather hampering 
outdoor activities. Some groups also gave reports. 
Instructed Resolutions and EC Report (continued) 
and Instructed Resolution 5.1 
5.1, Islington Branch ."This Conference rejects the 77th EC's acceptance 
of Cde J D'arcy's complaint against the following passage in the May SS: 
‘The object of capitalist production is profit, but profits are not what 
many people imagine them to be; they are not the result of eapitalists 
selling commodities at a price which is higher than their value On the 
contrary, commodities generally sell at around their value ry rofits 
are still made". This Conference endorses the theoretical Tao tases f 
this statement and stands by ifarx's contention that 'to explain ae 
general nature of profits, you must start from the theorem that .~ ; 
commodities are sold at their real value, and that ame ee 
from selling them at their values thet to profits are derived 
of labour veelieed inithens-.1f yoa.eumes ecu nee 
sition you cannot explain it you cannot explain profit upon this suppo- 
‘ at all.'." Value, Price & +" 

More than 1 delegate either read : egtiad clebises: 

read from or referred to prepared speeches or 


circulars - no copies 
fer reference, P of which had been made available to the Gen Sec 


. but teresting discus—- 
ao therefore this report of a complex, wa in 
sion will contain gaps for which the secretariat must apologise. 
: ° 


10.1 contd «. 
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Sag ’ Value is not equivalent to 


10.1B 


10,1C 


10.2 


10.3 
10.4 


11. 


someone had their sums wrong. Had the 


be no class struggle. : 
price. How important is this issue to the Party propaganda? EC have no 
jdea and try to find a way round it. Say clearly where the article is 
wrong, if it is - have to speculate on circular. Article does make 
reference to Marx's fuller works. There are always éxceptions to the 
general case. Most members sre not competent to argue this matter - doubt 
if 130 delegates could resolve it. Try getting up at Hyde Park to see the 
effect of discussing it. Every science suffers from simplification. EC 
should have passed the buck to Conference, but they would have confused it 
even more. Perhaps too much has been made of what was meant to be a sim- 


ple discussion, 

Vote Carried 26-13 

NvLondon Branch Inst lution 5.2 

a2 NLondon Branch "In view of the numerous lengthy discussiormon the 

“uC arising out of theoretical articles in the SS, this Conference instructs 
the EC to set up a consultative committee to whom the SSPC might refer be- 


lar there would even 


fore publication." 
Anendnents 
Paddington Branch "Delete all'after ' he E : 
mayen eer, e@ ail after 'to whom' and add 'the EC, can refer 
Islington Branc: "Delete (line 2) * 
2 instructs ... " : : 
Ses its confidence in the present SS." Discussion Too mich eoigre 
bes: ayy he sie with controversy and not propaganda. EC should ice 
and properly - personalities should be avoided. ; 
: ad ok: i 
ree unable to comply they should resign. ‘There has peon : ose: oe i 
pte hg es —— the present SSPC. Corréspondence to the atl 
et lost‘in the post. Criticisnus need not bd 
pei competent to resolve matters and do not need a speiiilioeces. 
meth Tang tea ies member complained to the EC and not the SSPC “RG inte 
- no e SSPC. ‘he principle is not néw - edit 5 
referred to others. Some members have w ‘wie 
3 . ro. a 
ae = peitiee one aa in their heads. 
Paddington Branch Amendment dost 6-45 , 
cope gndion. Branch Hot lost 8-45 
SSPC General Discussion A need for accurate s C 
: oles figures of the SS 
te a This-could be done by ea special form for branches to fill in oe 
‘i ae ces only give outward figures. Covers have been the best aid ie 
drance, in selling the SS, but SS still has masses of small print - 
language too complex - articles too long. Do not want 2 pages om the 
Royal Fanily. Members who wished to complain to the SSPC were asked to 
submit 3 copies (for the 3 editorial members). lLay-out of the SS is 
always guided by Party members‘ opinions, 
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General Secretary No discussion asnetpe ih aan 
0 BC's Report. to Conference, General Secretary port 
and Late Keports, including the Master, Form Cc. waa pyr by = tae 


delegates. 


Policy 6.1 Islington Branch "This.Confere: 
capitalism is not yet ripe for Socialis: Lute 
material conditions now make Socialism a 
lack of class consciousness on the part 
of the urgently need Socialist r Y 
that Socialism must be discuss 
the distant future. Whilst 2 
not the sole stimulus to 
Party of Great Britain me 
Parties throughout the wor 
confronting the internatic 
world Socialism or world 
Anenduents Sa 
- "In? 
replace with ‘world c 
Nv on Branch, Pad 
anendments. Discuss 
not regard Socialism 
in our case. Wes 


96 8 
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ee arty Case ~ fbhose 'i/ 
ould ee to a Socialist means pls a eon aie OE 
Sacialism ie to ae No future in Gepitalien for the working aese : 
vill aot anal working class only interest, Because-a-member knows he 
on @ Socialism, it does not mean he, therefore, lacks enthusiagn 
5 728. le numerical sense do we have a long way to go, Astonishment 
te soe th Gann ace adher have of Capitalism, but not of Socialism 
ork. ‘Membe 
pedi ae rs should bree 
Paddinget ir Sub-Res i Lost 33-5 
Adjournment: 1.35 to 2.20 p.m. 
11.2 DSTRUCTED RESOLUTION 
6.2.. Policy 
G22 Paddington Branch: 


"This Conference synpathises with those in the 
Party who want to improve the wording of the Object and Declaration of Prin- 
ciples by clarifying possible theoretical ambiguities, by modifying out- 
moded rhetoric, and by modernising the language, but considers that, as the 
text has become an historic document of the Socialist movement, untouched 
for 80 years, it should not’ now be tampered with. Further, this 
Conference considers that as the wording of the Decluration of Principles 
could not have anticipated important development in the Party's case since 
1904, and because a literal interpretation of the text can cause nisunder- 
standing, the Party to-day requires a freshly drawn up statement which will 
adequately express its basic position, acceptance of which would be the mini- 
mam requirement for Party membership. Te this end the EC is inst- 
ructed to set up a committee to prepare a draft statement of the Party's 
basic propositions, of not more than 500 words, in good clear English. The 
committee should fully consult branches, individual members and Companion 
Parties; a provisional draft should be submitted to branches and members 
within one year, for discussion and subgested amendments. The final draft 
should be placed on the Agenda of the 1983 Annunl Conference for possible 
amendment and final decision." Discussion Vo support the Declaration of 
Principles, but the Party's horizons have widened since 1904 - nothing out- 
rageous was intended in the resolution. ‘Hostile’ is ambiguous - it 

implies aggression and not a reasoned case. Prefer ‘totally opposed’. Non- 
pacifist attitude contained in wage war': it needs to be replaced by ‘expose’ 
- no other Party can reason without exposing themselves too. 

At this stage the Delegates Agreed to include Item for Discussion 9. 

Q. Swansea Brauch: "Party polls to decide whether members are satisfied 
with the Declaration of Principles in its present form and whether members 
want to change the Party name to the dorld Socialist Party of Great Britain.” 
Discussion Delegate expressed that he was hostile and wanted to make war 
against those who employed him - wanted to make it more aggessive,. Dele- 
gates should not attach too much importance to this issue, but they should 
not belittle words. There is an order to evolution ~ more advanced do show 
the way to the backward. ‘The founders of the Party would not object to our 
reconsidering the D of P if it was found to be a stumbling block. Do not 
want yet another committee. A branch declared it would wage war on those 
wishing to change the D of P. Specific references to religion, reformism 
within the D of P are not needed - they would lead to a long, turgid docu- 
ment - all members agree with the D of P, why draw up something ve will all 
disagree with. No one joins on just reading the D of P: they study the 

Party Case before joining. At the first meeting of the Party there was 
only one premeet amendment to the D of P ~ to change the word War to 
soe as poeoent Dot T ante eee ee on oe 
why not. D of P has stood ‘tig ha a _peopie go away we can never know 
i ; stood the test of time. Do not wish to be confused 
with people who want to fight on the streets. 


ee aan The D of P deals with the 
primary effects of Capitalism - wages and reforms are necondalll ith the 


new version be used with or instead of the pages 
new © 2 old D of P? st i ; 
attitudes to War, Russian and World Socialisn. — ae 
Floor Resolution (Paddington Branch) "The Vote be taken." Ca 
Vote: Paddington Br 

Floor Re 


a 


: Swansea Branch "This C cera ace hee a 
hold a Party Poll te denthe tertas This Conference recommends the BC to 


aS mbers are satisfie : 

in its present form and whet} weet otisfied with the #ia 
1e the ymbe 

the world Socialist Parete members want to change the Party name to 


Lost 18-25 


| OO 


9 ; 
Floor Resolution (Glasgow Branch) "The Vote be Taken.” Carricd Over- . j 
unckmingly. if 
Vote: Lest 11-24 

12, Fraternal Greetings were received from World Socialist Party of United . 
States of America. The delegates agreed to note this. 

13. [TEMS FOR DISCUSSION | 

135.1 3. Paddington Branch "The right of Central Branch members to partici- 4 

pate in the formulation of Conference and Annual Delegate Meeting Agendas." 

4. Glasgow Br "Central Branch participation in Party democracy." 

Discussion HO and UC facilities should be open to all members. It took 

| 


2 months to get a circular to branches. Central Branch members have not 
got the political strength to put anything to Conference and ADM, The pro- 
posal would not be gn extension of democracy, but would be a restriction of 
it - but worth looking at. A question was asked on the mechanics of Central | 
Branch voting at Conference - why, if they were the largest branch (over 
160), did mey not have 16 votes instead of 2/3 called out by the Central || 
Branch secretaries? Delegates were informed the long-established practice | 
had been to establish voting strength on a vote at Conference per 10 Ballot 
papers returned, i.e. despite the branch being over 160 members, only 
20/36 returned their Ballot Papers. Therefore, Central Branch had 2 votes 
this Conference, 
Resolution (Baddington Branch) "This Conference recommends the HC 
to instruct the Central Branch Secretaries to investigate the possibility 
of setting up a mechanism +o better involve Central Branch nembers in Party 
democracy.” Carried Overwhelmingly 
13.2 Item for Discussion 
&. Glasgow Branch: “Is membership of the armed forces and the police 
compatible with membership of the Party?" As a Socialist in the armed for-— 
ces it would be quite likely the member would be given orders incompatible 
with their views as a Socialist, i.e. strike prowkin#, Capitalists are allo- 
wed to be members. Is the Party afraid of being infeltrated. Only armed 
forces and police would do anything directly ngcinst the working class. Pre- 
vious ruling was in 1961, when conscription was still an issue - if a member 
joined voluntarily, then that in now way could be tolerated. Members had 
done their best during wartime to avoid conscription - many went on the run. 
Members were warned against advising members of the armed forces to go on 
the run - this is regarded as a serious crime. ‘Seducing a member of the 
armed forces.' All workers are involved to some degree in the wage system, 
but all -— except armed forces and police - have a degree of choice. Towards 
the Socialist revolution the armed forces will contain Sasdalsakecnadsye 
should take bere into consideration. 
Lis vy) Iten 
1d. re "This Conference recommends the LC to allow bran- 
ches #nd members to sell copies of the Socialist Party of Canada pamphlet - 
Lenin Distorts Marx - the the public." Discussion &C had acted ‘incor- 
rectly over this .. SPC is not an affiliated Party of the SPGB. 
Vote: Carried 25-5 : 


Conference adjourned at 5-50 p.m. 


